pp 240 £13.80 London: Academic Press 1978 The problem of a reviewer faced with any series of volumes whose titles begin 'Advances in ...' is that the choice of material in anyone volume must be elective. Volume II of 'Advances in Drug Research' deals with subjects as disparate as miscellaneous antirheumatic drugs, the significance of melanophore-stimulating hormone (MSH), the biochemistry of the pineal gland, cannabinoids and biologically active benzo(b)-thiophene derivatives. To experts in these individual areas or those seeking detailed information on the highly specialized areas, these reviews will be helpful. Libraries who have started by buying volume 1will undoubtedly buy volume I I. Individual topics are dealt with in a comprehensive and competent manner.
PROFESSOR A M BRECKENRIDGE

Head of Pharmacology Department Unioersity of Liverpool
Developments in Digestive Diseases: Clinical Relevance. J E Berk pp 199 £15.75 London: Henry Kimpton 1977 This volume, published last year, purports to span a selected number of topics on the subject of digestive diseases where recent developments have occurred and to fit them into the field of clinical medicine. Broadly speaking it does so and although some chapters, such as those concerning the lower oesophageal sphincter and gastrointestinal gas, are less convincing in this regard, they serve as excellent reviews. I found the latter particularly stimulating. Unfortunately, in dealing with the medical management of duodenal ulceration there remains undue emphasis on diet and the 'indoctrination' of the patient. Perhaps it would have been better to hold this topic back for next year's volume to allow cimetidine its rightful place! Certain topics, such as hepatitis viruses and the medical dissolution of gallstones are particularly well written. Others covered include gastrointestinal endoscopy, radiology in gastrointestinal haemorrhage, contraceptive steroid-induced liver tumours, iso-amylase analysis, computerassisted tomography and sonography. One overlooks the occasional North American neologism (e.g. 'capsulize'). The foreword indicates that further, annual volumes are planned and, quite clearly, this is a publication that many physicians, besides those in the specialty, will find rewarding reading on an annual basis. At £15.75 it is perhaps expensive but in my opinion worth the price.
DA VID BARNARDO
Consultant Physician Queen Mary's Hospital
Hormones and Aggression vol 1, 1977. Paul F Brain pp 126 £9 Edinburgh: Churchill Livingstone 1978 This book will prove of interest to endocrinologists, psychologists, ethologists, physicians and veterinary surgeons. It brings together information on hormones and aggression, much of which is scattered in various journals. It has a comparative approach; while primarily concerned with mammals, the book also covers other vertebrate groups and there is even a short chapter on the thorny problem of invertebrate hormones. There is an extensive bibliography of over 500 references which will in itself prove valuable to those working in this field.
To compile a review on this subject is no easy task; there are many conflicting data and hypotheses. the author has succeeded in producing a volume that is truly multidisciplinary in its appeal. The purpose of this book is to guide and instruct the reader in the most recent developments and achievements in ophthalmology and associated subjects. The contributions in this excellent book are engrossing and it deserves the highest praise.
JOHN E COOPER
Veterinary Pathologist Huntinqdon Research Centre
MARCELLI SHAW
Consultant Ophthalmic Surgeon
Lewisham Group of Hospitals
